
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS  



 
 
 
 

 
Matthew 5:2-12 

 
2 and he began to teach them. 
He said: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 



 

 
 

Week 1 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again. 
 
Revelation 3:14-22 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are 
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!16 So, because you are 
lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I 
am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you 
are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined 
in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.19 Those whom I 
love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat 
with that person, and they with me.21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to 
sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. Can anyone name all the Beatitudes? How many are there?  
3. Which beatitude do you find to be the most confusing? How about the 

most encouraging?  
4. Martin Luther said, “We are beggars; this is true.” Do you understand the 

significance for this statement when it comes to your relationship with 
God?  

5. How can we pray for you? 



 
 

Week 2 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again. 
 
Romans 8:18-28 
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that  the creation itself will 
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?25 But if we hope for what we do not 
yet have, we wait for it patiently. 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our heartsknows the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.  What challenged you? 
3. What comfort do you find in knowing that Jesus already knows about the 

sins you’re confessing?  
4. How would you summarize the difference between godly grief and worldly 

grief?  
5. How can we pray for you?  

 
 



 
 

Week 3 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again. 
 
Psalm 37:1-11 
 1 Do not fret because of those who are evil    or be envious of those who do wrong; 2 for 
like the grass they will soon wither,    like green plants they will soon die away. 3 Trust in 
the Lord and do good;    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 
4 Take delight in the Lord,    and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
5 Commit your way to the Lord;    trust in him and he will do this: 
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn,    your vindication like the 
noonday sun.7 Be still before the Lord    and wait patiently for him; do not fret when 
people succeed in their ways,    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath;    do not fret—it leads only to evil. 
9 For those who are evil will be destroyed,    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the 
land. 10 A little while, and the wicked will be no more;   though you look for them, they will 
not be found.11 But the meek will inherit the land    and enjoy peace and prosperity. 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message?  
2. How would you define meekness? 
3. Is meekness a quality valued in our world today? Why or why not?  
4. If meekness isn’t valued in our world but is blessed in the kingdom, how 

do you go about living a life of meekness? What is a tangible example in 
your life? Who is a person you know who embodies meekness? 

5. How does meekness reinforce your understanding of the sovereignty of 
God? 

6. How can we pray for you?   



 
 

Week 4 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again. 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will 
say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then 
the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink?38 When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those 
on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I 
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look 
after me.’ 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.’ 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. What is your gut reaction to the term “social justice”? Why do you think 

you react that way?  



3. Regardless of the connotations of the term, can the group come to a 
consensus on whether God wants the church to be working for justice in 
the world?  

4. Can you remember a time when you were starving or thirsty? Would you 
be willing to share that with the group? Now, imagine if that is how you felt 
about seeking out justice in this world: What does that look like?  

5. Does it impact how you see justice knowing that it is Jesus you are 
serving?  

6. How can we pray for you? 
  



 
 

Week 5 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again. 
 
Matthew 18:23-35 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 
his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of 
gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he 
and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.26 “At this the 
servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 
back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him 
go. 28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what 
you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 
the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw 
what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that 
had happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, 
‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.33 Shouldn’t you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him 
over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my 
heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart.” 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. How would you define mercy? 
3. Is mercy important to you personally (as in, do you think it is important to 

receive mercy)? 
4. Do you think it is important to give mercy to others? 
5. Would you characterize your life as merciful or not?  
6. How can we pray for you? 



 
 

Week 6 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again. 
 
1 Peter 1:13-23 
13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do 
not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he 
who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am 
holy.” 17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s workimpartially, live out 
your time as foreigners here in reverent fear.18 For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of 
life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a 
lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but 
was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who 
raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere 
love for each other, love one another deeply,from the heart.  23 For you have been born 
again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word 
of God. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. How do you approach the discipline of purity in your own life?  
3. Are your techniques successful?  
4. Is this an area that you feel like you are doing well with in your walk with 

Christ, or is it a struggle for you? If well, why? And if a struggle, what can 
the group do to support you? 

5. Why do you think it matters to God that we maintain a pure heart?  
6. How can we pray for you?  

 



 
 

Week 7 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again.  
 
James 3:13-18 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” 
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you 
have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 
Colossians 3:12-17 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell 
among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts.17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. Which do you think is easier to do: seek out a fight or seek out peace? 

Why do you feel that way?  
3. In your life, what do you usually find to be at the root of your conflict?  
4. What are some practical steps you can take this week to be an instrument 

of peace?  
5. How can we pray for you?  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Week 8 
Read Matthew 5:2-12 again.  
 
James 5:7-11 
7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.See how the farmer 
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring 
rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t 
grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is 
standing at the door! 
10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.11 As you know, we count as blessed those 
who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the 
Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2. If orthodox Christian faith was outlawed in America, do you think you could 

maintain faithfulness to Christ even if it meant imprisonment or death?  
3. Do you find the response to persecution that Jesus describes challenging? 

How might it be comforting too?  
4. What was the biggest takeaway you got from this series on the 

Beatitudes? Did your understanding of them change? Do you have a new 
favorite one now?  

5. How can we pray for you?  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


